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MUSICIANS BRIDGE
THE GENERATION GAP
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e is the son of
vocalist and
sitarist
Shujaat Khan
and the grand-
son of the leg-
endary Ustad Vilayat Khan,
with music roots going back
eight generations, all torch- .
bearers of the Imdadkhani
gharana. Yet, Azaan chose to
play classical music on the
Spanish guitar over the sitar.

Father Shujaat, however,
has no complaints: “I
faced the pressure of
being Vilayat Khan's son and
the inevitable comparisons.
So I decided to let Azaan do
his own thing. He began to
explore world musie
through his own band
and his compositions,”
says Shujaat.

The father-son -
duo has performed
together at
concerts and
recently collabo-
rated on an album
brought out by Sa Re
Ga Ma. Satrangee is
an eclectic mix of
folk, classical,

ing my

Legendary sitarist Vilayat Khan's
son Shujaat and grandson Azaan
collaborate on a world music album

ghazal and geet. It has a few
songs written and composed
by Azaan and some folk
songs that are so old that
their musical roots can't be
traced.

Azaan says, “This isn’t the
first album we've done
together, but it was our first
time working with fo
singers from ;
Bihar and
Kashmir. It
was a chal-
lenge bring-

father, who

is a elassiecally trained singer,
and these musicians together.
I took three-four months to
source some of the songs and
singers and revisit some of
my earlier compositions, and
another two months to
record them.”

Fortunately for him, the
end result got the
% approval of his father,
who enjoys working with
younger musicians.
“They take him out of
the familiar classical,
folk and ghazal mould
into a whole new
world,” says Shujaat,
who has recorded
over 60 albums
and was
nominated
fora
Grammy
for Best
World Music
album for his
work with the
band, Ghazal, and

Iranian musician
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